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James Hadley Chase and The Murder Room

��� This title is part of The Murder Room, our series 
dedicated to making available out-of-print or hard-to-
find titles by classic crime writers.

Crime fiction has always held up a mirror to society. The 
Victorians were fascinated by sensational murder and 
the emerging science of detection; now we are obsessed 
with the forensic detail of violent death. And no other 
genre has so captivated and enthralled readers. 

Vast troves of classic crime writing have for a long 
time been unavailable to all but the most dedicated 
frequenters of second-hand bookshops. The advent of 
digital publishing means that we are now able to bring 
you the backlists of a huge range of titles by classic and 
contemporary crime writers, some of which have been 
out of print for decades.

From the genteel amateur private eyes of the Golden 
Age and the femmes fatales of pulp fiction, to the morally 
ambiguous hard-boiled detectives of mid twentieth-century 
America and their descendants who walk our twenty-first 
century streets, The Murder Room has it all. ���

The Murder Room
Where Criminal Minds Meet

themurderroom.com



James Hadley Chase (1906–1985)
Born René Brabazon Raymond in London, the son of a 
British colonel in the Indian Army, James Hadley Chase 
was educated at King’s School in Rochester, Kent, and left 
home at the age of 18. He initially worked in book sales 
until, inspired by the rise of gangster culture during the 
Depression and by reading James M. Cain’s The Postman 
Always Rings Twice, he wrote his first novel, No Orchids for 
Miss Blandish. Despite the American setting of many of his 
novels, Chase (like Peter Cheyney, another hugely successful 
British noir writer) never lived there, writing with the aid of 
maps and a slang dictionary. He had phenomenal success 
with the novel, which continued unabated throughout his 
entire career, spanning 45 years and nearly 90 novels. His 
work was published in dozens of languages and over thirty 
titles were adapted for film. He served in the RAF during 
World War II, where he also edited the RAF Journal. In 
1956 he moved to France with his wife and son; they later 
moved to Switzerland, where Chase lived until his death  
in 1985.

No Orchids for Miss Blandish 
Eve
More Deadly Than the Male
Mission to Venice
Mission to Siena
Not Safe to Be Free
Shock Treatment
Come Easy – Go Easy



What’s Better Than Money?
Just Another Sucker
I Would Rather Stay Poor
A Coffin from Hong Kong
Tell it to the Birds
One Bright Summer Morning
The Soft Centre
You Have Yourself a Deal
Have This One on Me
Well Now, My Pretty
Believed Violent
An Ear to the Ground
The Whiff of Money
The Vulture Is a Patient Bird
Like a Hole in the Head
An Ace Up My Sleeve
Want to Stay Alive?
Just a Matter of Time
You’re Dead Without Money
Have a Change of Scene
Knock, Knock! Who’s There?
Goldfish Have No Hiding Place
So What Happens to Me?
The Joker in the Pack
Believe This, You’ll Believe Anything
Do Me a Favour, Drop Dead
I Hold the Four Aces
My Laugh Comes Last
Consider Yourself Dead



You Must Be Kidding
A Can of Worms
Try This One for Size
You Can Say That Again
Hand Me a Fig Leaf
Have a Nice Night
We’ll Share a Double Funeral
Not My Thing
Hit Them Where It Hurts



No Orchids for Miss Blandish

James Hadley Chase



An Orion book

Copyright © Hervey Raymond 1939

The right of James Hadley Chase to be identified as the author of this 
work has been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988.

This edition published by 
The Orion Publishing Group Ltd 
Orion House 
5 Upper St Martin’s Lane 
London WC2H 9EA

An Hachette UK company 
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 1 4719 0327 4

All characters and events in this publication are fictitious and any 
resemblance to real people, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior permission 
in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of 
binding or cover other than that in which it is published without a similar 
condition, including this condition, being imposed on the subsequent 
purchaser.

www.orionbooks.co.uk



�



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

�



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

�



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

�



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

�



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

�



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

�



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

�



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

�



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

10



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

11



ja m e s h a d l e y c h a s e

12



n o o rc h i d s f o r m i s s  b l a n d i s h

13




