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Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith
is to see what you believe.
—SAINT AUGUSTINE

Like all the other arts, the Science of Deduction and Analysis
is one which can only be acquired by long and patient
study, nor is life long enough to allow any mortal to attain the
highest possible perfection in it.

—ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men.
—THE BOOK OF MORMON,
TRANSLATED BY JOSEPH SMITH, JR.
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THE 19TH WIFE

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

In the one year since I renounced my Mormon faith, and set
out to tell the nation the truth about American polygamy,
many people have wondered why I ever agreed to become a
plural wife. Everyone I meet, whether farmer, miner, railman,
professor, cleric, or the long-faced Senator, and most especially
the wives of these—everyone wants to know why I would
submit to a marital practice so filled with subjugation and
sorrow. When I tell them my father has five wives, and I
was raised to believe plural marriage is the will of God, these
sincere people often ask, But Mrs. Young—how could you believe
such a claim?

Faith, I tell them, is a mystery, elusive to many, and never
easy to explain.
Now, with the publication of this autobiography, my enemies
will no doubt suspect my motives. Having survived attempts
on both my life and character, however, I stand unconcerned
by their assaults. I have chosen to commit my memories to
the page neither for fame, the trough from which I have
drunk and would be happy never to return to, nor fortune,
although it is true I am without home and have two small
boys to care for. Simply, I wish to expose the tragic state of
polygamy’s women, who must live in a bondage not seen in
this country since the abolishment of slavery a decade ago;
and to reveal the lamentable situation of its children, lonely
as they are.

I promise my Dear Reader I shall recount my story
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truthfully, even when it distresses me to do so. In these pages
you will come to know my mother, who by religious duty
welcomed four wives into her husband’s bed. You will
encounter the old woman forced to share her husband with a
girl one-fifth her age. And you shall meet the gentleman with
so many wives that when one approaches him on the street,
he answers, “Madame, do I know you?”

I can, and will, go on.

Under what circumstances does such outrage thrive? The
Territory of Utah, glorious as it may be, spiked by granite
peaks and red jasper rocks, cut by echoing canyons and
ravines, spread upon a wide basin of gamma grass and wan-
dering streams, this land of blowing snow and sand, of iron,
copper, and the great salten sea—Utah, whose scarlet-golden
beauty marks the best of God’s handiwork—the Territory of
Utah stands defiant as a Theocracy within the borders of our
beloved Democracy, imperium in imperio.

[ write not for sensation, but for Truth. I leave judgment to
the hearts of my good Readers everywhere. I am but one, yet
to this day countless others lead lives even more destitute and
enslaved than mine ever was. Perhaps my story is the excep-
tion because I escaped, at great risk, polygamy’s conjugal
chains; and that my husband is the Mormon Church’s
Prophet and Leader, Brigham Young, and I am his 19th, and
final, wife.

Sincerely Yours,
ANN ELIZA YOUNG
Summer 1874

16



WIFE #19:
A DESERT MYSTERY

By Jordan Scott

PROLOGUE
Her Big Boy

According to the St. George Register, on a clear night last June,
at some time between eleven and half-past, my mom—who
isn't anything like this—tiptoed down to the basement of the
house I grew up in with a Big Boy .44 Magnum in her hands.
At the foot of the stairs she knocked on the door to my dad’s
den. From inside he called, “Who is it?” She answered, “Me,
BeckyLyn.” He said—or must've said—“Come in.” What
happened next? Nearly everyone in southwest Utah can tell
you. She nailed an ace shot and blew his heart clean from his
chest. The paper says he was in his computer chair, and from
the way the blood splattered the drywall they're pretty sure
the blast spun him three times around.

At the time of his death my dad was online playing Texas
hold em and chatting with three people, including someone
named DesertMissy. He spent the final seconds of his life in
this exchange:

Manofthehouse2004: hang on
DesertMissy: phone?
Manofthehouse2004: no my wife
DesertMissy: which one?
Manofthehouse2004: #19
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Sometime later—a few seconds? minutes?—DesertMissy
wrote: u there??

Later she tried again: u there???? Eventually she gave up.
They always do.

When my mom pulled the trigger my dad had a full house,
three fives and a pair of ducks. He was all in. The paper says
although dead, he ended up winning seven grand.

I once heard someone on tv say we die as we lived. That
sounds about right. After my dad was shot the blood seeped
across his gunsandammo.com t-shirt in a heavy stain. He was
sixty-seven, his face pre-cancerously red. Everything about
him was thick and worn from a life boiled by the sun. When
I was a kid I used to dream he was a cowboy. I would imag-
ine him out in the barn saddling his roan with the white
socks, readying himself for a ride of justice. But my dad never
rode anywhere for justice. He was a religious con man, a
higher-up in a church of lies, the kind of schemer who goes
around saying God meant for man to have many women and
children and they shall be judged on how they obey. I know
people don't really talk like that, but he did and so do a lot of
the men where I come from, which is—Ilet’s just say—way the
fuck out in the desert. You might've heard of us. The First
Latter-day Saints, but everyone knows us as the Firsts. I
should tell you right off we weren't Mormons. We were
something else—a cult, a cowboy theocracy, a little slice of
Saudi America. We've been called everything. I know all that
because I left six years ago. That was the last time I saw my
dad. My mom too. I know you know this but just in case: she
was wife #19.

His first wife was more than willing to put the rap on my
mom. For someone who wasn't supposed to talk to non-
believers, Sister Rita had no trouble telling the Register
everything. “I was up in the keeping room with the girls’
hose,” she blabbed to the paper. “That’s when I saw her come
upstairs. She had one of those faces—it looked funny, all
squished up and red, like she'd seen something. I thought
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about asking but I didn't, I don’t know why. I found him
about twenty minutes after that when I went down myself. I
should've gone down the minute I saw that face of hers, but
how was I supposed to know? When I saw him in his chair
like that, with his head, you know, just hanging in his chest
like that, and all that blood—it was everywhere, I mean all
over him, everything so, so wet, and red—well I started calling,
just calling out to anyone for help. That's when they came
running down, all of them, the women I mean, one after the
next, the kids too, they kept coming. The house shook, there
were so many running down the stairs. The first to get there
was Sister Sherry, I think. When I told her what happened,
and then she saw for herself, she started crying, screaming
really, and the next one, she started crying too, and then the
next after her, and so on. I never heard anything like it. The
shrieks spread up the line, like fire, catching and spreading,
one after the next and pretty soon it seemed the whole house
was on fire with screams, if you know what I mean. You see,
we all loved him just the same.”

The next morning the Lincoln County sheriff handcuffed
my mom: “You'll have to come with me, Sister.” I don’t know
who called him in, he usually didn’t get out to Mesadale.
There’s a picture of her being guided into the backseat of the
cruiser—the rope of her braid flat against her back as she
ducks in. The paper says she didn't resist. Tell me about it. She
didn't resist when her husband married her fifteen-year-old
niece. She didn’t resist when the Prophet told her to throw me
out. “No point in making a fuss”"—she used to say that all
the time. For years she was obedient, believing it part of her
salvation. Then one day I guess she went pop! That's how these
things go, you hear about it all the time. Except because of the
suppressor it was probably more like a phump! than a pop!

Did Sister Rita do her in? Actually, it was the chat session.
The Register loved the irony: VICTIM NAMES HIS MURDERER BEFORE
SHE PULLS THE TRIGGER. Technically he didn’t name her, he
numbered her. But really, Rita’s statement didn't help either.
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It gave the sheriff enough. The next day my mom was booked
and that picture was up on the Register's home page, my mom
sliding into the cruiser, her hair a heavy chain.

That's how I found out. 1 was at the library with my
friend Roland. We were tooling around the web, checking out
nothing in particular, then all of a sudden there it was, the
story about my mom:

WIFE #19 KILLS HUSBAND
SIGN OF STRIFE IN RENEGADE SECT?

In the picture she’s shackled at the wrists. Her forehead is
white and glossy, reflecting a camera’s flash in the dawn, and
she has a look in her eyes. How to describe it? Should I say
her eyes were dark and damp, the eyes of a small snouted
animal? Or will you know what I mean if I say she had the
scared-shitless look of a woman busted for murder and about
to spend the rest of her life in the can?

20



	Prelims
	Acclaim
	Title page
	Copyright page
	Dedication
	Epigraph
	Contents

	Part 1 TWO WIVES
	Preface
	Prologue
	2 WIFE #19: THE RED IN THE DESERT
	WELCOME TO FLIPPIN’ UTAH
	An Introductory Essay
	THE CHURCH, YOUR DAD, THE HOUSE, HIS WIVES
	HELL HATH NO FURY
	THE BIG HOUSE
	3 EARLY HISTORY
	1 The Convert
	4 THE ORIGINS OF LOVE
	5 WIFE #19: AN EYE IN THE DARK
	IT ALL SOUNDS SO CHEESY NOW
	I’M NOT AN EXPERT OR ANYTHING
	A PROPHET ON THE MISSISSIPPI
	AN EYE IN THE DARK
	6 CELESTIAL MARRIAGE
	7 WOMEN’S STUDIES
	8 WIFE #19: THE GUN ON THE SCREEN
	I WAS LIKE WOW
	A PLURALITY OF WIVES:1 A DISCOURSE
	A WOMAN SCONED
	THE HARDLY BOYS
	THE GUN ON THE SCREEN
	9 ZION
	10 THE MISSION
	THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CHAUNCEY G. WEBB
	11 WIFE #19: THE CON OF THE WEST
	BACK AT THE MOTEL GRAYBAR
	WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST
	CONFIDENCE, MAN
	12 THE ACTRESS
	13 CONTRACTOF FAITH
	WRITTEN DEPOSITION IN THE CASE OF
	14 WIFE #19: OFF THE STRIP
	AND I SHOULD HELP YOU BECAUSE—?
	A FRIEND IN THE NIGHT
	OFF THE STRIP
	15 THE PROPHET’S WIFE
	16 MY MOTHER’S FLIGHT
	17 WIFE #19: THE GIRL IN SCL
	A LITTLE SOMETHING SOMETHING
	THIS CAN’T GO ON
	THE GIRL IN SLC
	18 RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS
	19 PRISON DIARY OF BRIGHAM YOUNG
	20 WIFE #19: THE CONVICTION OF JORDAN SCOTT
	ENDING IT ALL
	WE MET ONLINE
	THE CONVICTION OF JORDAN SCOTT
	I HAD NO IDEA
	21 EPILOGUES
	AUTHOR’S NOTE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




