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Shortly afterwards German artillery fire caught its transport lines, and Webber
was mortally wounded, dying on 21 July, His eldest son, Norman William
Squib” Webber, finished the war a5 Brigadier General, General Sualf 1o the
Canadian Corps.

When that Last Post echoed away into the domed roof of the Menin
Crate, the Firnt World War seemed close enough o wouch. There were
veterans aplenty, although they were not always easy men to talk o, For
some the war was, ax the French survivor Jacques Meyer put i, "our buned,
secret youth', comprehensible, by definition, only to those who had shared
the experience. Even if they did ralk, Meyer argued that some troops built a
linguistic wall of slang between themselves and outsiders. Others had
become professional raconteurs, their fund of anecdotes worn smooth by
frequent use. | learned 1o be caunous with both categories, though
different wavs. The lormer |1||r|||1 conhde 1n ¥ 0 i 1ilt‘}' Ililflﬂ;,',h! there was
LCHMIE POnE L I, S0 @ lintle Kinow Il.lr;.;l' Wil eniential, II‘II!l.Ilqh it had 1o be YETY
lightly worn, The latter might reveal something of ment, though only if they
could be dissuaded from TETINISCRINE about rats as I"'“:. L] footballs and the
doubtful paternity of sergeant majors. The best were men who had never
said much about the war bur mused, as the vears crept onwards, about their
own demise, and wanted to idy Eome I|l:|'|,'j that they 1'|.|.l:r,'.|l|: needed to be
saiid. Mevertheless, one must always be caubious about the evidence of
veterans: how might any of us remember and then descnbe a fatal car crash
that happened forty years belores

As we approach the nineticth anniversary ol the war's end, | am conscious
that the last Tommies, survivors of the biggest army this nanon has ever put
into the ficld, cannot live moch longer The last ||'\-n|.|'r- wenit b :l-'-llrld recall 11:r
the thin trumpets of France while this book was in press The war is about to
pass beyond living memory and into history. In Tormumy | began my story
with words, letting the men whao hn:.;hr in the war ~|IL'J]1 for themselves, and
using diaries, letters and other personal sccounts when | could. Here | have

tarted with pictures, and built my words around them. Despite my stnictures
spainst grabbing the usual suspects, there are some I"]""""l”rh‘ which are
imply too important not to use, Some are the pin-sharp work of official
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would be foolish not 1o include Fig. 3, taken by a member of the London
Kifle Brigade, which shows his battalion’s first waves attacking into the
make and gas on the first day of the battle of Loos, 25 September 1915, or
F”._ 4, Licutenant T A ] Drummond's 1r|.|p-.F:nT ol '-HILIIP.'F". il f}l'.' th-lr
Warwickshire Regiment fraternising with Saxons of the 114th Infantry
Kegiment on Christmas [Das 1914. However, | have tried to broaden my
search, using photographs from regimental museums and private collections
to supplement official images. For instane e, the Liddle Collection’s ¢ italogue
1508 752 sets of First World Wa ;-hr—rf-;:nph., vet lew of them ever find thens

Y 1nto books | havi u[_s.:|.r_.|| 1% f}llilrll- i b mati |” rather TIHH
chronolog ally, and the images withun them illustrate relevant a SPECLs ACTOss

l- W | |
il theatres in which British soldiers were engaged, though the Majority ar
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