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A few weeks ago

BBllaacckkWWiiddooww  hhaass  eenntteerreedd  tthhee  rroooomm..
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Welcome, BlackWidow, you’re the last
of our little group…and the only woman.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: Sorry I’m late. Have I missed anything?
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: No. We’ve only been online for a min-
ute or so.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: Good.
DDiiaallMM:: So, how do we start?
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Yeah, let’s get down to the good stuff.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Today is mostly orientation.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Okay, shoot.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: First up is security. I’ve set the system
up for our protection, but I need to know you’ve followed
my security demands. Did you all follow the instructions
in your member packs?
DDiiaallMM:: Certainly.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Sure.
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P . D .  M A R T I N8

BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: Yes.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Great. That’s the first line of our de-
fense—your laptops are all specially fitted out.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Yup, the instructions are clear.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: The rest of the security I’ve handled
from my end. We can never be too careful.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Good. I want to stay never caught.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: I’ve also set up a filter program that will
pick up certain words, like your occupations, all of your real
names, cities, states, etc. and replace any suspect text with
a random number of ***. There’s a two-second delay to
accommodate the censoring.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Awesome.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Secrecy must be our paramount concern
AT ALL TIMES. No talking, no bragging, nothing, to any-
one but us, online. Here you are safe. Here you can say
whatever you want. Feel free to indulge your darkest fan-
tasies in the safety of our select group. All contact must
be via this chat room. Never try to contact me, or each
other, by any other means, including the other chat rooms
we frequent. I’ll keep posting news and the site’s also got
the online profiles. Plus of course the main feature, video
streaming. Questions?
DDiiaallMM::  Thank you, AmericanPsycho. That seems clear
enough.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: What about the FBI and this site?
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: The site uses the latest in data security
and encryption and it will be almost impossible for any-
one, including the FBI, to hack into it…at least not with-
out me getting an alert. But nothing’s impenetrable. If it
comes to that, I’ve got all sorts of security backups. And
don’t forget—if something is up, follow the emergency in-
structions in your pack.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Gotcha.
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AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Okay, that’s the boring part done. Now
we just have to wait…only a few weeks to go. The con-
struction is nearly finished.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Excellent.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Any other questions? Comments?
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Yes. One. YOU know our names!
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Yes, me, and only me. But your secrets
are safe with me. I am the President of the Club.
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I hold my Smith &Wesson 9mm semiautomatic in front of me, legs
shoulder-width apart,and line up the gun’s sights,aiming at his chest—
the heart to be precise.The middle sight is pointed squarely at the tar-
get, and the outer sights are horizontally level. I take a breath, hold it
and squeeze the trigger.The gun recoils, but after each backward mo-
tion I readjust my aim and fire again. I empty my whole magazine—
eight shots—and revel in the muffled yet rhythmic click…click…click
as my shells are thrown onto the ground near my feet.

“Nice grouping,Anderson.”
I jump slightly, instinctively tightening the already firm grip on

my gun. My rational mind wins out over my impulses and I resist
the temptation to swing the gun around and point it. I turn to see
Andy Rivers, the head of the Behavioral Analysis Unit, standing next
to me. I relax my grip. Rivers’s dark, wiry hair is offset by patches
of gray at his temples, the only sign that time—or perhaps stress—
is catching up with him. In his midforties, he’s been the head of the
unit for nearly ten years, and I don’t imagine he’ll be leaving any time
soon. He’s too good at his job. I take off my earmuffs and goggles
and the muffled world returns to normal.
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“Hi, boss.” I look back at my target and the bullet holes clustered
around the heart. “Thanks.”

I’m standing in booth twelve of one of the FBI’s firing ranges at
Quantico,Virginia. Our unit is part of the National Center for the
Analysis ofViolent Crimes—NCAVC—and we get to share the FBI
Academy’s three hundred and eighty-five acres with new recruits and
several other active units.The impressive complex includes three dor-
mitories, a dining room, a library, an auditorium, a chapel, a gym, a
large running track,a defensive-driving track,several firing ranges and
the famous Hogan’sAlley—a simulated town.Over the past year,since
I started with the Bureau, I’ve spent a lot of time here…it’s home now.

I push the button in my booth that initiates the pulley system and
the target sails toward me.The range consists of fifteen booths, each
with a pulley system to move the targets backward and forward—
from the booth to the twenty-five or fifty-yard mark.When I first
came to the States I was constantly converting to metric, but now
I’m used to the American way.The targets contain the impression of
a person, an outline of someone’s upper body in black ink. My paper
target arrives and I take a closer look. I’ve emptied three rounds into
the paper and the heart region is just one large hole where bullets
have penetrated it again and again.

I was always one for firing practice—and not just in the few
weeks before our yearly firearms test like some of the agents. But
since one especially intense case I worked, I’ve been coming here a
lot.An awful lot. Sometimes I spend hours in a trancelike state, my
gun pulsating as I fire over and over again.

Rivers smiles for an instant before staring at the target. “Anyone
we know?” he asks quietly. I know what he’s hinting at, but I don’t
want to talk about it. My compulsory fortnightly sessions with the
Bureau psychologist Dr.Amanda Rosen are bad enough. It’s been six
months; I should be over it.

I shrug. “Just practicing.” I’m lying and he knows it, but we both
leave it. I bite my lip and reload, distracting myself with the repeti-
tive motion of forcing bullets into the gun’s magazine.

T H E  M U R D E R E R S ’  C L U B 1 1
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P . D .  M A R T I N1 2

Rivers watches my hands. “Practicing,” he says with a hint of
disbelief.

I release my lower lip from my teeth and consciously alter my
body language, acting for my boss. “You know me, I’m a perfection-
ist.” I force a light tone into my voice.

He pushes his gold-framed glasses higher onto his nose, masking
his dark brown eyes. “That’s why I wanted you in my team.”

I nod and smile genuinely, still humbled by the fact that Rivers
handpicked me to work as a profiler in his team.TheVictorian po-
lice sent me out here for the Bureau’s six-week International
Program and I wound up with a job offer. Funny how things work
out.

“Anyway, I better get to it. I’ve got my firearms test coming up.”
He gives me a wink and moves into the booth next to me.

“You don’t fool me. I know you come down here more than once
a year.”

“Maybe. But keep it to yourself,Anderson.”
I laugh, put my earmuffs and goggles back on and attach a fresh

target to the clips. Once the target is back at the fifty-yard mark, I
raise my gun and let him have it.

Today, Dr.Amanda Rosen wears her pinstripe pantsuit—straight,
classy pants and a plain white blouse that pulls slightly across her
chest. The white shirt highlights her olive complexion, making it
seem even richer, darker. Hanging on her chair is the suit’s match-
ing jacket, a short, bolero-style number. She’s covering old ground,
crossing her Ts and dotting her Is.The case I was involved with six
months ago got out of hand and she needs to know I’ve dealt with
everything that happened.

Usually our expertise is requested for cases the police have been
unable to solve.We do most of our work remotely, examining crime-
scene photos and reports, which are sometimes months or even
years old.Then we draft our profile of the perpetrator and send it
to the cops. Occasionally we work in the field, in the thick of it, and
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T H E  M U R D E R E R S ’  C L U B 1 3

this case was one of those times. It was a big case, pursuing a killer
dubbed the DC Slasher, and two profilers were assigned to the task
force. But things turned bad when the killer targeted the Bureau…
and me.

Dr. Rosen’s eyes fix on me, trying to read my body language, try-
ing to break through my defenses. If my plan’s working,she thinks she’s
in. Her dark brown hair is cut so it falls around her face in wisps, but
today she wears it swept back in a French roll. Small strands have bro-
ken free and arc across her face. Her full lips are pursed, waiting for
my response, and her dark brown eyes are sympathetic. Her eyes are
her most powerful weapon. Sometimes when she looks at me I feel
stripped bare as if she can see right through me, through the charade.

“Yes, it’s going well,” I say.
I haven’t told her what disturbed me most about the case, and I

never will. I can’t tell the Bureau shrink that I had dreams and wak-
ing visions that came true. Hell, I can hardly believe it myself, espe-
cially given I haven’t had any psychic episodes since.

“So you feel you’ve put the case behind you now, Sophie.”
I take a breath, careful not to answer too quickly. Desperation

could give me away.“It’s hard, of course, but I love my job. I like being
part of the fight.”

“Yes—” she studies her notepad and then looks up “—the fight.
You’ve clocked up a lot of time on the range and in the gym recently.”

I shrug. “I’m keeping busy.” A half truth. “I’m not the kinda gal
who likes to sit around and watch TV.”

“No. That doesn’t match your personality profile. But maybe
there are other reasons too?”

She leaves the conversation open, prompting me for the response.
I know what she’s looking for and decide it might be in my best inter-
ests to give it to her.

I nod. “It’s true. I am more—” I search for the right word
“—security conscious these days.”

“Does it give you a sense of control?”
“Yes.” I answer slowly, pretending to think about what I’m say-
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P . D .  M A R T I N1 4

ing. “Being physically fit, strong and a proficient marksperson make
me feel safer.”

“How much gym time are you doing?”
I know the summary’s right in front of her.We have to swipe our

ID card every time we enter and exit the gym, and that data is au-
tomatically compiled. Same for the firing range.

I shrug, pretending I’m not overtly aware or conscious of my
movements.After a respectable pause I say,“Probably an hour a day.”
I keep my mouth shut about the morning runs and the midnight ex-
cursions to my apartment’s gym. I haven’t told her much about my
sleeping problems either…and I don’t intend to.

“Sounds like a lot.”
I shrug again. “Not really. It’s about routine. And keeping in

shape.” I smile, a forced smile. “Besides, gotta keep those calories
off.” I pat my stomach, even though I’m in the best shape of my life.
My daily routine includes kung fu exercises and even body condi-
tioning so I can take punches and block harder. Nobody’s going to
get to me.

I close my eyes and for an instant I see him standing over me.
Memory’s a bitch.

AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo::  These are the last two.
DDiiaallMM:: Susie Dean and Jonathan Cantor.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Yup. We’ll get to know them and the
other six real well in the next eight weeks.
DDiiaallMM::  Eight people, eight weeks.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Exactly.
DDiiaallMM:: Very equitable. Two each.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: I can’t wait.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: But there are three men—Jonathan, Danny
and Malcolm—that makes three for me!
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: She’s right. What’s up with that?
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Six girls and two men might have looked
suspicious.
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DDiiaallMM:: You’re very erudite, Psycho.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: ***ing big words.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: What the…
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: My censorship extends to language,
Never.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt::  Whatever.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: Back to business. Have you checked out
the bios?
DDiiaallMM:: Yes.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Yup. And man am I loving it. We’ve got
Cindy the Vegas showgirl, Malcolm the hunk, Danny the
macho *****head, Brigitte the exotic sexpot, Ling the shy
one, Clair the singer, Susie the loser actress and Jonathan
the geek.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: Jonathan’s cute.
DDiiaallMM:: I like them all. All good choices. You really are
spoiling us, Psycho.
AAmmeerriiccaannPPssyycchhoo:: I told you it was pure genius.
BBllaacckkWWiiddooww:: Yes, well done. This is so self-indulgent.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Much more fun than stalking.
DDiiaallMM:: Their ignorance is our bliss.
NNeevveerrCCaauugghhtt:: Yes. Can’t wait for the first kill.

9780778302384_txt.qxp  2/21/08  11:49 AM  Page 15



DID YOU PURCHASE THIS BOOK WITHOUT A COVER?
If you did, you should be aware it is stolen property as it was  

reported unsold and destroyed by a retailer. Neither the author nor the 
publisher has received any payment for this book.

All the characters in this book have no existence outside the imagination 
of the author, and have no relation whatsoever to anyone bearing the 
same name or names. They are not even distantly inspired by any 
individual known or unknown to the author, and all the incidents are 
pure invention.

All Rights Reserved including the right of reproduction in whole or 
in part in any form. This edition is published by arrangement with 
Harlequin Enterprises II B.V./S.à.r.l. The text of this publication or 
any part thereof may not be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, storage in an information retrieval system, or otherwise, 
without the written permission of the publisher.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of 
trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out or otherwise circulated 
without the prior consent of the publisher in any form of binding or 
cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar 
condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent 
purchaser.

MIRA is a registered trademark of Harlequin Enterprises Limited, 
used under licence.

Published in Great Britain 2008. 
MIRA Books, Eton House, 18-24 Paradise Road, 

Richmond, Surrey, TW9 1SR

© Phillipa Deanne Martin 2007

ISBN 978 0 7783 0238 4

59-0708

MIRA’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and 
recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable 

forests.  The logging and manufacturing processes conform to the 
legal environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Printed and bound in Spain 
by Litografia Rosés S.A., Barcelona

0708_The_Murderers_Club.indd   4 26/2/08   12:26:23



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Error
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




