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From its awe-inspiring cathedral to picturesque
medieval streets and a recreated Viking world - all
embraced by ancient city walls — here at a glance are
the top attractions of this charismatic northern city

A York Minster. This glorious medieval
cathedral dominates the city. It's not
only the most important church in
Yorkshire — it's the largest Gothic church
in Northern Europe. See page 14.

A The Shambles. Lined with drunken-

¥ The City Walls. A walk around looking half-timbered buildings, this
York’s walls, the longest medieval is York's most characteristic — and
city walls in the whole of England, photogenic — street. See page 43.

provides some wonderful views of the
city. See page 24.

A Merchant Adventurers’ Hall. Dating
back to the 14th century, this historic
hall belongs to the most powerful of
York’s medieval guilds. See page 87.




V¥ York Castle Museum. Step back
in time at this great family attraction,
whose highlight is its recreated
Victorian street. See page 48.

A Fairfax House. An elegant Georgian
townhouse boasting period interiors ¥ Jorvik Viking Centre. ‘Time cars’ at

filled with fine furniture, clocks and Jorvik take visitors on a ride through

decorative plasterwork. See page 46. Viking York, complete with the sights —
and smells - of the era. See page 44.
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A National Railway Museum. Superb

museum devoted to trains of all types, V¥ Stonegate. Picturesque Stonegate
including a replica of George Stephen- is one of York’s liveliest streets, lined
son's famous Rocket, the forerunner of with shops and laced with medieval
the steam locomotive. See page 64. alleyways that lead to pubs and quaint

teashops. See page 28.

A Yorkshire Museum and Gardens.
This museum tells the story of York
through objects like the medieval
Middleham Jewel. See page 70.




Along the River
Ouse waterfront.
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An Eternal City

York, like Rome, wasn’t built in a day, and this charming

little city which bears the imprint of almost 2,000 years of

history still manages to keep the fascination alive today

York s a city that encompasses all
of England’s history. Encircled by
medieval walls and gateways that still
bear the scars of battle, its great Goth-
ic cathedral lies surrounded by quaint
narrow streets. The bustling life of the
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golden Elizabethan age can be imagined
in the half-timbered houses of the
Shambles and the elegance of Geor-
gian England savoured in the sleek lines
and fine furniture of Fairfax House. The
power and authority of ancient Rome
can be glimpsed in the remains of le-
gionary fortress walls, and the all-con-
quering Vikings have left the wooden
walls of their Jorvik settlement in Cop-
pergate. ‘The history of Yorkis the his-
tory of England,” declared George VI.
York has seen invaders come and
go. Battles have raged around its stur-
dy walls and kings and queens have de-
manded entry at its gates. And the city
has withstood them all, though each
age has left some legacy of its passing.
Happily though, the heart of the city
somehow managed to escape the at-



tentions of the Industrial Revolution,
with the railway station firmly sited
just outside the walls. The result is a
very modern ‘medieval’ city; one that
is able to illustrate its own intriguing
story through its streets, its buildings
and its stained glass. It has become a
compelling mixture of all former ages
with some 2 |st-century additions. And
despite all the temptations created by
tourism, it remains a living city — a tour-
ist honey pot yes, but one that resolute-
ly refuses to turn itself into a museum.

LANDSCAPE
AND LOCATION

The city straddles the River Ouse and
dominates the Plain of York. It stands
halfway between London and Edin-
burgh and has, since early times, been
the home of the Archbishop of York,
the Primate of England, who is sec-
ond only to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury in the hierarchy of the Angli-
can Church. When Yorkshire was one
county, York was the county town —
ideally placed where the three ridings

or administrative areas converged.
Since 1963 it has also been a university
city with a growing reputation as a cen-
tre of academic excellence.

Inside the Minster, York's Gothic
masterpiece.
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The clock at York's 19th-century

railway station.

For the success of its geographical
location the city can thank the Ro-
mans, who picked the spot with their
usual practicality. The Ouse provided
them with access to the sea and the
confluence with the River Foss gave
their fortress water protection on
two sides. VWhen the legions marched
away, Anglo-Saxon and then Viking in-
vaders saw the strategic convenience
of the site and moved in. Centuries
later, York was on the coaching route
between London and Scotland, and
later still George Hudson, the city’s
Railway King, made certain that the
main line north passed his city.

ECONOMY

York's road and river links quickly es-
tablished it as a trading centre. Even
in Roman times, ships with wine from
Bordeaux were docking at its quays.
Medieval merchants set up a powerful
Merchant Adventurers’ trading compa-
ny. Specialist markets dealing in butter,
meat, animals and hay so crowded the
streets that houses, even church grave-
yards, were demolished to give the
traders more room. For miles around,
York was the place to go to sell and buy.

But the city slowly lost out econom-
ically to the industrial towns of the
West Riding. York came to rely on a
mixture of railways and chocolate for
its prosperity. Two famous confection-
ery firms, Rowntree and Terry’s, were
the main sources of employment,
along with the building of railway
coaches at the headquarters of the
London and North Eastern Railway
Company. For a time, York became
a backwater and assumed a genteel
shabbiness before making a post-war
revival through tourism — an industry
that now pours millions of pounds
into the city.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Ironically, it is York’s past that has pro-
vided the basis for its present pros-
perity. Knock down any building in
central York and you will find another
underneath it — each presenting a per-
fect opportunity for finding out more
about the city's history.

Vestige ot Roman York, which was

known as Eboracum.



Coping with Floods

Always a city prone to flooding, the
devastating storms of December
2015 hit York exceptionally hara
causing a vast amount of water
damage to private houses and
businesses alike. Despite a huge
clear up some are still feeling the
after effects and there has been
much debate about flood defences
for the future. The government
pledged an additional £45 million
funding to initiate 15 schemes to
upgrade defences and £10 million
for work on the Foss Barrier, to be

completed in December 2017.
\. /

Over the years organisations and in-
dividuals have fought hard to preserve
the city. In the early 19th century, the
city fathers wanted to pull down the
Bar Walls and sell off the stone, and
there was pressure for the removal
of ancient gateways, which were con-
sidered obstacles to trade. Protest
groups saved the gateways but not
all the barbicans: only one survives, at
Walmgate.

York was fortunate not to be badly
scarred by post-World War |l recon-
struction work. The York Civic Trust
ed a battle to protect the city’s old
buildings from demolition and pro-
posed instead careful renovation and
adaptation to new uses. [heir plea was
to preserve the city’'s uniqueness.

The York Archaeological Trust has
proved the value of ‘rescue archae-
ology’, where archaeologists are giv-
en time to dig ahead of new building
work. When Viking York was discov-
ered under Coppergate, the Trust
showed that archaeology, far from
holding up development, could lead to
profitable commercial ventures. The
Jorvik Viking Centre, created by the
Trust on the site of the dig, has paid
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High water in 2015.

for itself. Thanks to the Archaeological
Trust a great deal of light has also been
shed on the Dark Ages in York. Infor-
mation has been gathered from seeds,
pollen, fragments of bone, pieces of
wood — even snail shells. The eating
habits and lifestyle of Viking York have
been revealed through the richness of
its floor ‘droppings’.

Many of the artefacts discovered
are on show at DIG (see page 81),
adding even more to the story of the
history of York. Excavations contin-
ue at All Saints (see page 38) in
North Street, one of the finest me-
dieval churches in the city, and at St
Saviour's in St Saviourgate.

Guide to Coloured Boxes

m This guide is dotted

with coloured boxes
providing additional
m practical and cultural

information to
make the most of

Shﬂpping your visit. Here is a

guide to the coding

system.
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