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FOREWORD

Everyone thinks they can write a short story or
even a novel.

After all, they think, I’m really good at telling
a funny or interesting tale. How hard can it be
to put it down on paper and get the same
result?

But when they actually try, they soon realize
that it’s very difficult indeed. You don’t have
gestures or facial expressions to help you out.
You don’t have the benefit of eye contact with
the person you’re speaking to. You have to pull
them in to your story purely by what you write
on the page, the way you create your characters
and give them a realistic plot or twist. When
you’re writing a short story, this is doubly hard
because you have so little time to capture the
reader’s imagination. As a result, your writing
has to be sharp and to the point, well paced
in a very small space. Believe me, it’s tough
to do.
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I really admire anyone who can write a
compelling short story, so I was thrilled to be
one of the judges for The Sun’s short story
competition ‘Get Britain Reading’. It’s designed
to tie in with World Book Day and to champion
the cause of promoting literacy. The idea was to
find brilliant, unpublished writers. We were
overwhelmed by the tens of thousands who
entered short stories of a very high standard.
Some were skilled at writing punchy prose with
twists and turns, others preferred a slower style,
drawing the reader in to a detailed moment in
time. It was an extremely tricky job to come up
with a shortlist! But after much deliberation,
our panel of judges picked the best from the
Under 16 and Over 16 categories, many of
which are printed in this book.

I have little doubt that some of the short story
writers you see here today will become the
bestselling novelists of tomorrow. Enjoy!

Jane Moore

THE SUN BOOK OF SHORT STORIES
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