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— STEPHEN BAXTER—

The last time 1 saaw Terry Pratchett avas a
Tuly day, in the summer of 2014.

e had been working on The Long Cosnos, the last

book in cur Long Earth series, We posed for a
photograph before Salisbury Cathedral (which graced the
UK edition of the book). T'hen we went back to his home
study for more work. That day we were drafting passages
about ‘big trees’, which represented a whole new set of ideas
from Terry, coming even at that peint: trees the size of
mountains, and I was sent scurrying to mathematician Ian
Stewart to help me fgure out how this charming fantasy
could actually be made to work...

I had first met Terry over twenty years earlier, at an
Arthur C Clarke Award event, T'he award is given for the
best science fiction novel of the year, Terry, famed for his
comic fantasy, had in fact grown up as a reader of science
fction, and stayed a fan. Over the years we would bump
into each other at conventions: ‘Steve! What news of the
quantum?’ he would cry on seeing me,

Then, at a dinner party in 2010, Terry mentioned a
science hction project he’d set aside long ago, and we’d
long outstayed our welcome by the time we’d decided to
collaborate on it. After that we developed our Long Earth
novels through phone calls and long face to face working
sessions — once in the back of 4 car on the way to Downing
Street; this was Sir Terry Pratchett, after all.

I was very glad we were able to finish the projects, And
1l always remember Terry’s last words to me, on the
phone: ‘Steve — that name for the big trees — I’ve got it —
Yegdrasil! Cheeriol®
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